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Argumentative Research Proposal 

Research Question: Should schools consider the benefits of students taking arts classes (ie. expanded brain 

function etc.) when making decisions about cutting arts departments? 

 

Subject and Background: My argumentative research paper will discuss the benefits of keeping fine arts 

classes funded and alive in high schools. Many schools are looking at defunding their arts departments because 

they are very expensive to upkeep and Minnesota does not look at proficiency in those areas. Minnesota uses 

reading and math test scores to determine if schools are successful; they do not look at the arts. Because of these 

reasons, many schools are looking at defunding their arts programs. This paper will argue that, even though 

Minnesota doesn’t give validation to the arts, there are many reasons for schools to continue to have thriving 

arts departments. 

 

Tentative Title: Fine Arts: The Gateway to a Stronger Education and Future 

 

Rationale: I am very passionate about music and I plan to major in music education in college. I not only 

believe music education is beneficial to high school students because that will be my future, but I believe in it 

because arts help students in many other ways that many people do not realize. I want this paper to help people 

realize the importance of keeping high schools’ fine arts departments in operation. 

 

Tentative Thesis: In order to listen and appreciate music, we need to learn how.  We learn this by participating 

in music education classes at both the primary and secondary levels.  We learn to explore various academic and 

social areas of life.  By taking music education courses, like band and choir, the student is being set up for not 

only success in the school setting, but also success in life.  Music education is a huge benefit for anyone who 

decides to participate and because of this, music courses should not be eliminated from any school curriculums. 

 

Methodology: I will be approaching my subject in a few different ways. First, I will be sure to define any 

uncommon terms. Second, I will provide personal experiences to back up my own research. I will also be 

including the opposing side to further build my own argument. To complete this paper, I will dedicate all the 

provided class time to research. I will also spend a few minutes each night searching for information. I will not 

be afraid to ask my teacher questions when they arise and I will not procrastinate writing the actual paper. 

 



Discuss your opposing side: There are many reasons to argue against keeping a fine arts department in a high 

school. One of the main reasons is that fine arts cost a great deal of money to keep in operation. Another major 

reason is that states put much more emphasis on classes such as English or math rather than arts. 

 

Review of References: At first when I started my research process, I was nervous that there wouldn’t be 

enough research for me to use; however, after only a short amount of research, I realized there are plenty of 

scholarly sources available on this subject. Below are three of many I have already located. 

 

Levitin,	D.	J.	(2006).	This	is	Your	Brain	on	Music:	The	Science	of	a	Human	Obsession.	New	York,	NY:	Dutton.		

 This is a fantastic novel written by Daniel Levitin, a neuroscientist and musician, who researches 

 music’s effect on the brain. His novel includes many charts and graphs that explain exactly how the 

 brain changes. He also includes a comprehensive list of resources at the end of the novel. I have found 

 quite a bit of beneficial information thus far in this novel and I foresee it being extremely beneficial to 

 my research paper. I know this is a scholarly source because Levitin is a credible professional in his 

 field and he included a comprehensive list of resources at the end of his novel. 

 

Hansen, V. (2001). The Musical Brain and its Implications for Education (Doctoral dissertation, St. Mary's 

 University of Minnesota). Valery Hansen is the choral director at my high school. Her Master’s 

 dissertation was on my exact research topic. Her dissertation has proved to be quite helpful thus far and I 

 only anticipate it will continue to provide me with valuable information. I know this is a scholarly 

 source because Hansen is a credible professional in her field, especially since she is still teaching. She 

 spent a great deal of time doing her own research for her dissertation and she included a list of all her 

 resources at the end. 

 

Kansas	University.	(2008).	Research	Matters.	Retrieved	December	06,	2016,	from	

	 http://www.researchmatters.ku.edu/2008/march/music.shtml	This has proved to be a very 

 informative source. I like this source because it looks at how music education boosts test scores in other 

 academic areas. This source will greatly help with my opposing side. It know this source is credible 

 because it is a study put out by a credible source, Kansas University, and it includes a comprehensive 

 Works Cited page.	


